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On Sunday 10th March some hardy souls,
defying the M1 road works, the wind, rain

and snow flakes, made the journey north of
Watford Gap to enjoy the Dankworth and Eddie
Harvey awards concert in the Royal Birmingham
Conservatoire. This first excursion beyond the
hospitable embrace of the four London music
colleges proved to be a huge success.

The spanking new RBC building boasts a
dedicated space for jazz events – the Eastside
Jazz Club – where the Head of Jazz, Jeremy
Price, organises an exciting programme of
regular events. While the club only seats about
80 people, it has as a result a genuine jazz club
atmosphere. Drinks can be consumed and the
tiered audience area means that everyone has
a good view. Despite the confined space the
excellent technical team ensured that the
volume from the RBC Jazz orchestra (18

Many liverymen and guests were present in
Merchant Taylors’ Hall in November 2017

when the Honorary Freedom of
the Musicians’ Company was
conferred upon the conductor
Sir Antonio Pappano, the
most recent recipient of the
award. 

First let it be said that
this is the Company’s
most prestigious
honour and is
awarded only to the
most eminent
figures in public
life, who have
given particularly
notable service
– often, but
not always, as

professional musicians.
In the mid-Victorian period

Charles Freake (builder, architect and

philanthropist), and Sir
Henry Cole, (instrumental
in organising the 1851
Great Exhibition and
founding the Royal
College of Music), were
awarded both the
Freedom and the Livery
‘by Presentation’, as the
1876 Court minutes
relate, but this was not as
we know the Honorary
Freedom today. 

The first award in its
present form was
confirmed on 26 April
1904, when the Court
‘unanimously resolved that the Honorary
Freedom of the Company be presented to Andrew
Carnegie Esq of Skibo Castle, Skibo, Dornoch,
Sutherlandshire N. B. in recognition and
appreciation of the services rendered by him to the
Art of Music in these islands’. Accordingly, the
following month, Carnegie’s installation ceremony
took place at Clothworkers’ Hall.

Mr Carnegie was indeed generous with his gifts
throughout the kingdom and is remembered
specially for his benevolence to libraries and civic
buildings. So impressed and grateful was he for the
Company’s award that he donated a $5,000 United
States Gold Bond for the purpose of founding a
Carnegie Scholarship. 

Other Honorary Freemen soon followed,

including His Royal Highness Prince Christian of
Schleswig Holstein, a son-in-law of Queen Victoria.
He was the first of several members of the Royal
Family who have been offered the Honorary
Freedom since 1905. In 1921 the Prince of Wales
and the Duke of Connaught were recipients and,
fourteen years later, the Duke of Kent. Re-
discovered recently in the archives was a copy of
the Duke’s after-dinner speech, together with a
table plan of the dinner at Stationers’ Hall; all these
fascinating mementoes are illustrated on our
Archival Project website for all to see. The year after
the Duke’s tragic death in 1942, his widow, Princess
Marina, received the Honorary Freedom. In 1993
their daughter-in-law, Katherine, Duchess of Kent,
herself a keen singer and music lover, was a

strong) was perfect. Winds and brass seemed un-
amplified with only the rhythm section and vocal
soloist judiciously enhanced. 

Jeremy Price had chosen two themes. In the
first set the seven works had all emerged from
recent jazz department projects. The opener –
Thad Jones’ Cherry Juice – set the tone for the
evening with an amazing punchiness from the
band and a real swing and verve. A truly lovely
piece by Mike Gibbs – I’ll look around – showed
off the band’s superb control of colour and mood,
while the rendering of Duke Ellington’s Blues
Theme Mauve introduced the sultry sound of
Lufuno Ndou’s lovely voice.

Before the second set (of ‘Contemporary Brits’)
began, Leslie East, as Chair of the Jazz
Committee, introduced the Awards (each for
£1,000), thanking the RBC and their outstanding
musicians for hosting and contributing to the

event. Alec Dankworth was there to represent
the Dankworth dynasty as he called it and
present the Big Band Prize to Charlie Bates for
a real foot-tapping winner, Eyes Open and the
Small Ensemble Prize to Wilbur Whitta for his
highly entertaining nonet, Wotjek. Then Peggy
and Chloe Harvey were on hand to introduce
the winner of the Eddie Harvey Award: that
went to Billy Marrows for his big band
arrangement of Lucky to be me (from
Bernstein’s On the Town). This gave us
another chance to enjoy the beautiful sound of
Lufuno Ndou’s voice plus a superb solo from
pianist Lucas Kelly.

As the audience – graced by the presence of
The Master, Michael Lewin, and two of our fine
collective of judges – Nikki Iles and Frank
Griffith – streamed off into the night, we did so
with a bounce in our step and gratitude to the
RBC for a really fine evening of music.

Pastmaster LESLIE EAST

The Honorary
Freedom – An
Honourable
History…

Birmingham Band Bonanza

Sir Arthur Bliss, Master of the Queen’s Musick, with the
Master Captain Evelyn Broadwood 1954

Alec Dankworth with Wilber Whitta and Charles Bates(L-R): Chloe Harvey;                     Billy Marrows; Peggy Harvey

The first page of the Honorary Freemen
Declaration Book from 1904
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YEOMEN YOUNG ARTISTS’ NEWS
YEOMEN YOUNG ARTISTS’ PROGRAMME PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES –
OUTREACH PUBLICITY – PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Contributions from members of the Yeomen Coordination Committee, 
compiled by Christine Twite
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Young Artists' Programme News
It has been busy so far for the Yeomen Young
Artists’ Programme! We are particularly thankful
to the Company Members who have donated to
the Future of Music Fund, and to those who have
given us direct donations for specific areas of our
Outreach programme. Director of Outreach Jan
Yerbury, along with our brilliant volunteers, have
as ever worked hard to bring these projects to
fruition. We warmly welcome new volunteers 
Kay Harrington, Tim Johns, Karen Logan and
Peter Jennings. And finally – do keep your eyes
peeled on the Company website, as we are
gradually revamping the Yeoman and Outreach
areas with more detailed information. For
monthly updates about the Programme, 
please subscribe to our 
e-News here: http://eepurl.com/dv0ccr

Outreach
This year we have focused our efforts in two
areas. Firstly, we have been continuing our
hugely successful termly Outreach sessions in
London Primary Schools. Secondly, we have set-
up and continued a number of longer projects,
each specially tailored to the institutions’ needs.
We are currently running projects in five different
Secondary Schools, Swiss Cottage SEND School,

The Royal Hospital for Neuro-disability, as well as
a pilot project to produce online music lesson
resources for Primary Schools. 

Performances
Sir Nicholas Warren is now at the helm of the
Concert Programme, and has started with a
bang, securing 20 Yeoman Young Artist concerts
at St John’s Smith Square. We are sending
Yeomen Young Artists to a number of upcoming
festivals this year: look out for Bethan Langford,
Matilda Lloyd and Savitri Grier at Buxton
International Festival, and the Kaleidoscope
Saxophone Quartet and Eunsley Park at 
St Magnus International Festival. 
Court Assistant ADRIAN MUMFORD
Chair of Yeoman Co-ordination Committee
Liveryman JAN YERBURY
Director of Outreach
Freeman SIR NICHOLAS WARREN
Concerts Coordinator
CHRISTINE TWITE
Programme Co-ordinator

Follow Us on
@TheMusiciansCompany
@TheMusiciansCompany
@MusiciansComp

recipient. Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen
Mother (1966), His Royal Highness Prince Philip
(1989) and his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales
(2003) have also honoured us by accepting.

But back to musicians; composers have featured
strongly in the list since 1908, when three knights
joined the ranks of the Honorary Freemen: Sir
Alexander Mackenzie, Sir Hubert Parry and Sir
Walter Parratt (Master of the King’s Musick). Elgar,
Stanford and Edward German were recipients and,
following the Second World War, Vaughan Williams,
Bax and Bliss were soon joined by Britten, Birtwistle
and Maxwell Davies, among others. Singers and
instrumentalists too have been prominent among
Honorary Freemen: Sir George Henschel, H. Plunket
Greene (soloist in the first performance of The
Dream of Gerontius), Harold Darke the organist and
Sir Yehudi Menuhin, doyen of violinists.

It was some years before a woman was offered
the Honorary Freedom; in 1920, Charlotte, Lady
Cooper, an amateur musician, and wife of the
Master Sir Ernest Cooper, was the first, for ‘services
to the Red Cross’, followed by the Princess Marina,
Duchess of Kent, mentioned above. The next ‘non-
royal’ woman Honorary Freeman was jazz singer
Dame Cleo Laine (in 2002) but since then mezzo-
soprano Dame Janet Baker (2011) and organist
Dame Gillian Weir (2015) have graced the list – still
a very long way behind the men!

For those who enjoy their politics, it is worth
mentioning Neville Chamberlain (1939) and 
Sir Edward Heath (1973), both of whom received
the Honorary Freedom during their residence at 
10 Downing Street.

As part of the short installation ceremony, the
new Freeman signs the special Honorary Freedom
Declaration Book, first used by Carnegie in 1904;
this contains the signatures of Honorary Freemen
up to the present day and can be seen in its entirety
on the Archive Project website.

The conferring of the Honorary Freedom is
familiar throughout the City Livery movement 
and we are privileged that so many eminent 
figures have accepted the Company’s invitation –
62 to date. 

Do check out the fascinating Archival web pages
about the Honorary Freedom, which offer much
more detail about the history and the distinguished
recipients of this award.
www.wcomarchive.org.uk/–hon-freedom

Pastmaster PAUL CAMPION

HRH The Prince Philip 1989

Letter of thanks
from Elfrida School


