The Lord Mayor's Ward

Cordwaimner tour

Lord Mayor Roger Gifford is Alderman of Cordwainer,
one of the City's 25 historic Wards. Enjoy a brief tour

he Ward of Cordwainer is at the heart of the City of London. It takes its

name from the cordwainers, people who make shoes or other articles

from fine soft leather. The word is derived from Cordwain or Cordovan,
the soft, durable white goatskin leather produced in Cordoba in Spain.

Cordwainer is one of the City's smallest wards at just 270 by 130 metres.
But despite its size there is much to see.
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Standing on the junction of Bow
Lane and Watling Street, a pub on this
site was said to be the first City structure
to be rebuilt after the Great Fire of London.

Once called
Athalingestrate {or Noble
; Street) in Saxon times, it is
_‘ considered to be the oldest street in
London. Watling was the principal
middle street or Praetorian Way of
Roman London, the ‘Noble' or
‘High' street of the City.
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Apparently Sir Christopher Wren used
it as a hostel for workmen labouring on qg O—H@
his slightly more famous project just up

the road, St Paul's Cathedral.
The current pub was built after
World War Two.
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